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(D the strength of the business case
In order to make a reasoned assessment
shareholders need to receive a clear
explanation of the purpose to which the
capital raised will be put and the benefits
to be gained — for example in terms of product
development or the opportunity cost of not
raising new finance to exploit new commercial
opportunities — and how the financing or
proposed future financing fits in with the
life-cycle and financial needs of the

company.
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® the size and stage of development of the
company and the sector within which it
operates
Different companies have different financing
needs. For example, shareholders might be
expected to be more sympathetic to a request
from a small company with high growth
potential than one from a larger, more

established company.
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@ the stewardship and governance of the
company
If the company has a track record of
generating shareholder value, clear planning
and good communications, this may give

shareholders additional confidence in its

judgment.
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@ financing options
A wide variety of financing options are now
available to companies. Companies should
explain why a non—pre—emptive issue of shares
is the most appropriate means of raising
capital, and why other financing methods have

been rejected.
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® the level of dilution of value and control
for existing shareholders
If there would be no resulting dilution, for
example if an investment trust sought
authority to issue shares at a premium to the
underlying net asset value per share, this

would not normally raise any concerns.
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® the proposed process following approval
Companies should make clear the process they
would follow if approval for a
non—pre—emptive issue were to be granted, for
example how dialogue with shareholders would
be carried out in the period leading up to the

announcement of an issue.
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(@ contingency plans
Company managers should explain what
contingency plans they have in place in case
the request 1is not granted, and the

implications of such a decision.
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